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rectangular; but the facade has no ornament except a row of empanelled bas-
reliefs covering the basement of the wall. . On the first panel is seen a warrior
with his hair gathered up, leaning on a round shield; the second bears on it an
image of the sun-deity holding a sceptre and a wheel; the third represents
Vishnu triumphing over the buffalo demon, or the struggle between the Aryans
and the aboriginals. Above these sculptures we read the following inscription:
" Completed on the eleventh day of the bright half of the moon of the month
Stravana, in the year 82, by the great King Sanakanika, son of the Maharajah

THE VARAHA AVATAR, AT OUPGHIRY.

Vishnu Da<ja, grandson of the Maharajah Chagalika [who was himself] son of the
supreme monarch, the king of kings, Chandra Goupta, beloved of the gods/* This
important inscription fixes the date of the excavation of the temple at the year
160 of our era, and irref ragably establishes the origin of the caves of OudghJry.

To the left of the temple of Sourya the rock bears a magnificent sculptured
group, nine feet in height and eighteen in length, representing the Varaha Avatar,
or the metamorphosis of Vishnu into a wild boar. According to the Hindoo
legend, the god took this form to raise the earth above the waters which covered
it. This remarkable composition much surpasses, both in execution, modelling,